OF   THE   EAST   INDIES                                      13

Patana is the next Town frequented by Europeans, where the English and
Dutch have Factories for Salt-petre and raw Silk. It produces also so
much Opium, that it serves all the Countries in Indzawith that Commodity.
It is the Place of Residence of the Prince of Bengal, who is always of the
Blood Royal. The Town is large, but the Houses built at some Distance
from one another. The Country is pleasant and fruitful; and the Town
lies 111 26 Degrees of Latitude to the Northward of the Equator.

Bannaras lies about 100 Miles farther up the River, celebrated for its
Sanctity by all Persons over India., where Paganism prevails. Here are
Seminaries and Universities for the Education of Youth, and to initiate
them into the Mysteries of their Religion. Aurengzeb restrained the Priests
from shewing the Madness of their Zeal, for they found out some weak
Dotards, who, for Ostentation, would go to the Top of an high Tower,
and leap down where divers pointed Weapons were placed in the Spot
they were to fall on, and among them they ended their silly Lives. It is
still in so much Veneration, that I have known young and old Banyans go
from Surat thither over Land, out of Devotion, which is computed to be
400 Miles. The Priests fill Brass and Copper Pots, made in the Shape of
short-necked Bottles, with Ganges^ Water, which they consecrate and seal
up, and send those Bottles, which contain about 4 English Gallons, all over
India., to their Benefactors, who make them good Returns, for whoever
is washt with that Water just before they expire, are washt as clean from
their Sins as a new-born Babe.

I have ventured so far into this Terra incognita on the Ganges, that I
dare venture 110 farther, but must visit Dacca, which lies under the Tropick
of Cancer, on the broadest and eastermost Branch of Ganges. The City is
the largest in Bengal, and it manufactures Cotton and Silk the best and
cheapest. The Plenty and Cheapness of Provisions are incredible, and the
Country is full of Inhabitants, but it breeds none of tolerable Courage,
for five or six armed Men will chase a Thousand: Yet, about two Centuries
ago, Dacca had its own Kings, but when Jehan Gum, the King of Mogul,
over-ran Bengal with a victorious Army, a Detatchment of 20000 Men was
sent down to Dacca, on whose Approach the poor King surrendred his
Kingdom, without once drawing his Sword in its Defence, and so it
easily became annext to the Mogul's Dominions.

That Branch of the Ganges disembogues into the Sea at Chittagoung, or,
as the Portuguese call it, Xatigam, about 50 Leagues below Dacca; and this
Place confines the Mogul's Dominions to the Eastward. The Distance
between Sagor the westermost Chanel of the Ganges, and Xatigam the
eastermost, is about 100 Leagues, the maritim Coast being divided into